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SWANA Releases 2019 Solid Waste Fatality Data 

SWANA records at least 53 solid waste worker deaths, 

collection still has highest fatality frequency 

Silver Spring, MD – At least 53 solid waste industry workers died on the job in 2019 in the 
United States and Canada, according to the Solid Waste Association of North America 
(SWANA). The most common cause of death was being struck by one’s own waste vehicle, 
followed by single vehicle accidents involving only a waste vehicle. Over 40 percent of worker 
fatalities were a result of one of these two causes. 

Solid waste and recycling collection continues to have the highest occurrence of fatalities, 
representing about 68 percent of worker deaths. Fatalities at landfills increased slightly from 8 
in 2018 to 11 in 2019 and fatalities at MRFs increased from 3 to 4.  

“The number of solid waste-related fatalities continued at unusually high levels in 2019,” 
commented David Biderman, SWANA’s Executive Director and CEO.  “Although there was a 
small decline from 2018, and that slight improvement has continued into 2020, we remain 
concerned about the solid waste industry’s overall safety performance. We urge all employers 
and employees to take advantage of the growing number and variety of SWANA safety 
resources,” he added. 
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SWANA collects data on solid waste-related fatalities from a wide number of industry and 
media sources in order to produce an annual picture of the state of safety. In addition to the 
workers killed on the job in 2019, at least 80 members of the public were killed in an incident 
involving the industry. Almost all of these were the result of a collision with a solid waste 
collection vehicle. Two-thirds of the victims were a driver or passenger at the time, and about 
16 percent were pedestrians. Incidents involving motorcyclists represented 9 percent and 
bicyclists 7.5 percent of fatalities in 2019. 

 

  

Forty-four of all fatalities recorded by SWANA in 2019 occurred in the United States and nine 
were in Canada. This represents an increase from 2018 when four fatalities were recorded in 
Canada and 2017 when there were six.  

January was the deadliest month in 2019, with 22 total fatalities. It was also the month with the 
most fatalities in 2018 with 19. In 2019, June had the most worker fatalities with 8, followed by 
July with 7. January was also by far the deadliest month for members of the public with 15 
fatalities, the only month to experience double digit fatalities for that group. 



 

Texas had 13 fatalities for the year, making it the state with the most solid waste-related 
deaths in 2019. This was followed by California with 11, New York with 9, and Pennsylvania 
with 8. The 10 states and provinces with the most fatal incidents in 2019 represented 57 
percent of all fatalities in the United States and Canada as a whole. Counting only worker 
fatalities, New York had the most with 8 deaths in 2019, followed by California and Texas with 
7. 

“Employers must look inward for causes and corrective actions,” recommended Suzanne 
Sturgeon, SWANA Safety Committee Chair and Health & Safety Program Manager for SCS 
Field Services. “Changing the culture of workers is essential to this effort. Training frequently in 
small and digestible doses is paramount to make this shift,” Sturgeon added. 
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In order to provide training resources to those most in need, SWANA and other industry 
leaders hold Hauler Safety Outreach events at landfills, transfer stations, MRFs, WTE facilities 
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- anywhere haulers can be found. Free safety resources are handed out at the gate or other 
convenient location in order to get this important information into the hands of those who need 
it as part of SWANA’s mission to improve industry safety. 

SWANA urges everyone in the solid waste industry, whether a member or not, to take 
the SWANA Safety Pledge to show their commitment to protecting themselves and others from 
harm every day. Join more than 3,500 other professionals by pledging to consider worker, 
customer, and public safety in every decision that you make. 

For more information on SWANA’s safety program, visit swana.org/safety. 

  

### 
  
About SWANA: 

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is an organization of more than 11,000 public and 

private sector professionals committed to advancing from solid waste management to resource management 

through their shared emphasis on education, advocacy, and research. For more than 50 years, SWANA has been 

the leading association in the solid waste management field. SWANA serves industry professionals through 

technical conferences, certifications, publications, and a large offering of technical training courses. For more 

information, visit swana.org. 
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